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COVENT GARDEN. 
Tne following letter which we have received, we feel it our duty to 
lay before our readars :— 
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‘“ TO MR. THOMAS, PRINTER, 6, DENMARK-COURT.” 


“ Mr. O'CatnraGuan, when he ealled on Mr. Tuomas yesterday,’ 
(Tuesday) “ stated to him, that the Lady who was to play Zelinda 
the same evening, had a most arduous task to perform, and one that 
caused her much anxiety. Her debut was completely unexpected by 
ber to take place so early, and any one accustomed to theatricals 
might have perceived at a glance, the trepidation which marred her 
etforts in so many passages. Upon mavters of taste it cannot be ex- 
pected that all should agree, but facts should always be strictly at- 
tended to, and caudidly reported. This Lady never was in the “ cho- 
ruses,” and has heen but one fortnight engaged at the Theatre.— 
* Nothing cxtenuate, nor set down aught in madice.”’ Is Mr. Thomas 
sure that the motto is apposite? If malice’ prompted not the in- 
sertion of the Critique upou the new Zelinda, a contradiction to false 
statements will doubtless be inserted ; especially when the Editor of 
The Theatrical Observer knows that his authority for the con tradic- 
tion may be depended on.” 

To the various points in this letter we have the following replies to 
make. “ The trepidation which marred” the lsdy's efforts on the 
night of her “ wneapected debut,’ we viewed as naturally arising fron 
the peculiarity of Miss Herbert's, or Mfrs. Boyle's situation: and re- 
fer Mr. O'Cellaghan, and our readers, to our remarks on the perform- 
ance of that evening. She then appeared as a substitute for Miss 
Hallande, who was ill, aud was consequently beyond the reach of eri- 
ticism: but not so was she situated on the following evening: Mrs. B. 
then stood before the audience as a candidate tor public favour, rely- 
ing on her own pretensions, which the managers had kindly announced 
as having met, on the preceding night, with the ‘ aost distinguished 
applause of the whole House.’ tis not for an individual who pays 
his seven shillings for his seat in the Boxes, to witness a periormance 
from which the managers had led him to anticipate such exquisite 
gratification, to be informed, asa palliative for his disappointmeat, 
“ that the lady had an arduous task to perform,” or had the night 
hefure “ made an unexpected debut.’ Why dil the managers puff her 
so extravagantly, and place her in an “ @rduvus situation” w hich she 
was unable to fulfil. Towards the lady it was ungracious—towards the 
public it was dishonourable. Neitheris a eritle, who has a strict duty to 
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discharge to those persons who frequent the Theatres, and thro’ whose 
medium their amusements are kept unalloyed, to be dictated to in his 
opinions and observations ; and whatever might have been the “ frep?- 
dation which marred her first efferts,” it is but justice to say, that a 
glance more scrutinizing than ours would not have discovered it on 
their repetition. Musical “ taste” may be reduced to some criterion, 
and, at any rate, whether a lady sings in or out of tune, is a matter 
not very difficult to discover. Relying on Mr. O’Callaghan’s assertion, 
we freely apologise for our error in stating that Mrs, Boyle was in the 
‘‘ choruses.” It is, we have been told, a relation of her’s who filled a 
situation in that department. We know nothing of the lady, nor of 
Mr. O’Callaghan, though we understand he is a relation; and so far 
from ‘“ malice” influencing our opinions, we are totally unconnected by 
name, situation, and circumstances, with any member of the profession. 
We are happy at being corrected; and, offering “ contradiction to false 
statements,’ we have but to refer to our number of Wednesday, where 
we pitied the lady, though we condemned the Managers, &c. 

We are truly sorry to inform our readers of rather a serious acci- 
dent which happened to Mr. Abbott in the last scene of the Play. 
Having to fight with Mr. Comer, they through some accident missed 
their cuts while on the Stage, and the sword of the latter gentleman 
inflicted a wound beneath one of Mr, Abbott’s eyes, who uttered two 
or three shrieks, and was borne off the Stage. Mr. Jones immediately 
came forward, and requested the indulgence of the audience, who 
with a proper feeling commanded the instant fall of the curtain. Me- 
dical gentlemen immediately dressed the wound, and applied leeches ; 
the cut was immediately under the eye, and though not likely to affect 
the sight, is still a disagreeable wound. ‘The House was very full. 


DRURY LANE. 

The Road to Ruin was extremely well played here, Jast night ; 
and if there had been due notice given of its performance, undoubtedly 
there would have been a much fuller House than there was. 

Mr. Munpen’s Dornton is a most interesting representation of a 
fond father, with his heart attacked on one side hy his son’s follies, 
and on the other by his virtues. Our old favorite gave a richness and 
truth to the feelings thus created, that came home to every bosom, 
and raised there the glow and sympathy he so fully expressed. «Vr. 
«MWunden filled this character on the first performance of the Comedy 
in 1792, and he must associate with it, the pleasing reflections of hav- 
ing by his impressive acting coutributed most largely to its permanent 
success, which bronght timely pecuniary assistance to a worthy man, 
labouring by his genius to support a large family. 

Mr. Garrie makes an admirable Sudiy, 

Harry Dornion in Mr. Coorer’s hands was too solid: but, on the 
whole, the part was very well performed. His acting in the Sponging: 
house, where he endeavours to drown his disturbed reflections, and 
make Milford as happy as he would seem, was the most effective, and 
inet with applause. 

Mr. Harcey’s Goldfinch was hiehly amasing: and Mr. Kataur’s 
Silky very good , Ee 
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Theatre Ropal, Covent Garden, 
a 


This Evening will be performed the Oera of 


THE EXILE. 


Count Ulrick (he Evile) Mr. EGERTON, 
Governor of Siberia, Mr. W. FARREN, 
Baron Altradoff, Mr. MEADOWS, 

Count Calmar, Mr. DURUSET, 

, The Patriarch, Mr. HUNT, 
The Czarowitz, Master BODEN, 

Daran, Mr. YOUNG, Weizien, Mr. CONNOR, 
Rimski, Mr. COMER, Servitz, Mr. FAWCETT, 
Yermach, Mr. CHAPMAN, Officer, Mr. MEARS. 

Old Cottager, Mr. ATKINS, 
Mariner, Mr. GEORGE. Servant, Mr. KING, 
Guard, Mr. LOUIS. 
Villagers, Messrs. ‘Taylor, Pyne, &c. 

The Empress Elizabeth, Mrs. FAUCIT. 
RatharineMrs. TENNANT, Sedona, Mrs. VInING 
Alexina, Miss FOOTE, 

Villagers, Mesdms. Beaumont, Love, Kc. 

The following is part of the Scenery. 

Morvntains of Snow—Cottage of Count Ulrick. 

General View of Moscow.—the Square of Moscow, in which takes 
lace the 
GRAND PUBLIC ENTRY OF 'THE EMPRESS ELIZABETH. 
The Outside of the Greek Chureh—The Interior of the 
Cathedral of Moscow, in which the 
CORONATION OF ELIZABETH 


Ie performed by the Grand Patriarch and his assisting Dignitaries 





To which will will be added a New Entertainment, called TILE 


Two Pages of Frederick the Great, 


The principal characters by 
Mr. W. FARREN, Mrs. CHATTERLE Y, Miss FOOTE, 
Mr. A'TKINS. Mr. NORRIS. Mr. PARSLOE. 
Mr. MEARS. Mr. LOUIS. 
Mr. FAWCETT, Mrs. FAUCIT, Miss LOVE, 
Mrs. GIBBS, Mrs. VINING. 


To-morrow, and Monday, The Two Gentlemen of Verono, with the 
New Farce. On Tuesday, the Exile. with the New Farec. 
On Wednesday, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, and the new Fares. 








Theatre Ropal, Drury Lane. 
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This Evening will be performed the Melo-Drama of 


x 
Ella Rosenberg. 
The Elector, Mr. POPE, 
Colonel Mountford, Mr. BARNARD, 
Rosenberg, Mr. COOPER, 

Storm, Mr. GATTIE, Flutterman, Mr. HARLEY, 
Fila Rosenberg, Miss KELLY, 
Christine, Miss PHILLIPS, 

Mrs. Fletterman, Mrs. HARLOWE. 


After which, 


The Coronation. 


Principal Characters by 
Mr. T. COOKE, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. KNIGHT, and Miss CUBITT 
In which will be given a New Comie Song, 
“ The King and the Coronation, Old Englandand tie People.” 
By Mr. Knight,with 2 New Overture eomposed by Mr. T. Cooke. 


To conclude with a New PARCE of 


MONSIEUR TONSON. 


The Principal Characters by 


Mr. COOPER, Mr. BARNARD, Mr. FOOTE, 
Mr. GATTIE, Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS, 
Mr. MEREDITH, Mr. VINING, Mr. SMITH, 
Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. ISAACS, 
Mrs. KNIGHT, Miss SMITHSON, and 
Mrs. BLAND, with a SONG. 
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On Saturday, A Comedy, with the Coronation being the last time. 
On Monday, Brutus, Lucius Junius Brutus, Mr. Kean, 

On Tuesday, the Comedy of the School for Scandal. 

On Wednesday, A New Way to Pay Old Debts, 
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